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IV. 


O N E of the principal fources of human know- 
ledge, is curioiity. 
Nature has taken care, that 
the performance of the moft important of our duties, 
/liould be accompanied with rational and unallayed 
pleafure. 
The improvement of the inteiledtual fa- 
culties, is certainly an object of the greateft confe- 
quence—the means of that improvement, are gen- 
ally produ«ilive of mental entertainment, amufement 
and ^ratification. 
Do we wiih for hiftorical infor- 
mation ^ The pages of a Robertfon or a Gibbon, 
a Ramfay or a Belknap, convey the deiired inftruc- 
tion - and while they inftruit, delight. 
The im- 
mortal Shakipeare developes the fprings of our ac- 
tions, dcfcribes with accuracy the paffions and their 
eft\icts, in language fo luxuriant and fublime, that 
the mind is enraptured as it gathers flowers of know- 
ledge in the fields of Fancy, or on the gay margin 
of Helicon. 
Other authors, ancient and modern, 
have tlie fame power of charming with the beauties 
of eloquence, while they enlighten the underilaiiu- 
ing and ameliorate the heart. 
Vol. I. 
L 
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Curiofity does not confine her rf^fcarches to the 
i.-n^^ortant concerns of literature—ilic penetrates the 
in 
rcceiTes of our ciomeriic reliremeiits, and 


ie -Os Ol t e dahities of our mofl: fccret aff irs. 
To 
Ler xve . -e -ndebted for tlie dircoveries of a Newton, 
and the cM^'-oiurc of coojiigal infelicities ; for the 
politicul cx'ilcnce ot America, and all the luxury of 
an aco/a;i\nL;r.cc v iih tlie economy, merits and dc- 
-inerii.^ of our ».cighbor's family arrangements ; for 
the wonderful news of the day, and the amufing 
anccdotes wliich enliven the evening. Ever reillefs, 
ever bufy, ihfe afl|j|fchcrfelf of every fource ofin- 
formation and itlteUigence, from the works of A- 
riftorle or Plato, to the garrulous chanibermaid or 
blabbing: footman. 


The Ladies, always ready to receive and to com- 
municate knowledge, are the moft enthuiir.ftic vota- 
ries at the Hirine of Curiolity. 
The gentlemen, no 
credit to them, ar« compofed of groiTer materials, 
and poflefling lefs brilliant faculties, are content to 
plod on in one uniform courfe, ignorant of half the 
charms of life and bleilings of ibciety. 
They are 
indebted to their wives and female friends for the 
information of the ftate, and circumftances of their 
neareft neighbors. 
Svveet heralds of novelties ! 
may ye never exhauft the fountains of intelligence, 
never be left to mourn the curfeof an unfated thinl 
for mental enrichment. 


The good effeils of curiofity arc fo manifold, that 
paper and patience would be wanting, iliould I at- 
tempt to defcribe them. 
By knowing other peo- 
ples concerns, our friendlhips are 
ftrcngthened, 
our intimacies heightened, our connexions enlarg- 
ed, our minds improved, and the links in the chain 
of the focial compaft rendered more bright and laft- 
ing. 
W e are ever furniihed with excitements to 
mirth and pity ; with fubjedls for contemplation or 
objects for our fympathy. 
Befides, we had as well 
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be reduced to a folitary ftate of nature, as live in To- 
ciety acquainted only with our own affairs. 
Ail 
our pleafures and pains arife from comparifon. 
Ig- 
norant of the real iituation of thofc around i:s, hovr 
could we be cither happy or rniferablc ' Tliis igno- 
rance, would render us and all our feelings merely 
negative ; not one poiitive enjoyment would fall to 
the lot of man. 


Since then, curiofity is fo commendable, fo ufe- 
fiil, fo conducive to human felicity, it behoves us 
to encourage and increafe it. 
The writer of the 
Microcofm, promifes to infert in his numbers, all 
the difcoverics that may be made by thofe who o- 
bey its dictates, for the benefit and improvement of 
mankind. 


Jlfterarp ^mutemmtu. 


[ S E L E C T E D . ] 


MSSj^r 
ON 
SH^KSPEARE, 


I 


[Concluded from No. l a ] 


C A N N O T difmils thefe remarks re'peairig the 
btautyof his ftyle, without noticing the ailonifliing vari- 
ety and richncis of his imager>'. He is the moft figurative 
writer, OiSan perhaps exccj>ted, in our iangurjgc ; yet his 
fimilies and metaphors are chofen with Inch exquiiite 
propriety, and fo happily aday^ted to the dlfpoiitioti, ii;u- 
ation, and circumftances, of the ditferenc ij^eakers, that 
his ftyle very rarely appears ftiff, or laboured, or alf ct- 
cd ; and if he is ever jultly chargeable with thofe luiilis, 
they much oftener arife from violent ellipfes and ir.vtr- 
fions of lan^agc, from licentious modes of exprdBon, 
and wordi u: fed in anomalous fenles, than from the Ini- 
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proper or Injudicious moJe of metaphorical ornamtttt. 
J do not mean, however, to afllrt, that throughout ihc 
entire extent of his voluminous produflions, are not to 
be found a very confiderable number ot indef^nfibie im- 
.^ges, and e\'en of ridiculous conceits; but I affirm, that 
they be. r a very imall proportion to thofe paiTa-es in 
which the hippieftufe is made of this iibeny ; and, 
the 
Jtoei^s eycy in a fir;e frenzy 
rollingy^ 
Teems to glance from 
heaven to earth in fear<.h of o' jicl^, from whence to 
borrow apt and fuitabk allufi )ns to grace and dignify his 
page. 
His images are indeed taken from a molt 
com- 
prchenfive furvey of the works of nature and of art, and 
the knovvledge he difplays is lo various and e.xteniive, 
lhat ir cannot but raile allonifliment, how in the courfc 
nf a life, the early part of which appears to have been 
•wa led in idlcneis and diflipation, and the rtil devoted to 
the duties of his profeffion as an r.iYor, managiT, and au- 
thor, lie could find opportunities to amafs fich inex- 
hauilible ftnres of mental trcafure. 
T h e 
firfl 
of Ham- 
let alone will furn il» a lutficient number of ex.^mples, to 
illow the exquifire judgment and tafte which 8:iakci- 
pe.ire exhibits in the choice and application of his meta- 
phors. 


Look, the morn, in ruCTet mantle clad. 


Walks o er the dew of yon Iii^h eaftward hill. 


Laer. 
For Hamlet, and the trifling of his favour, 
Hold it a fafhion, and a toy in blood ; 
A violet in the youth of primy nature, 
Forward, not permanent; tho' fwect.not lailing. 


The chaftcft maid is prodigal enough, 
7f Hie unmaik her beauty to the moon : 
Virtue itfelf Icapes not calumnious flrokes : 
The canker galls the infants of the fpring. 
T o o oft before thtir bloflbms are difclos'd, 
/ind in the morn and liquid dew of youth 
Contagious blaftmcntsare moft eminent. 


Oph. 
1 fliall til' efFecfb of this good IcfTon k e e ^ 
Ae watchmen to my '.cart : but, good iny brothvr. 
D o not, a3 lome unj;racious paflors do, 
Shew m' the fieep and thorny way to hea%'cn; 
Whilf^Jike a puft and carelefs libertine, 
Himfelf the primrofe path of dalliance tread» 
Audreeks i%ot h l i o w a read. 
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H&th fometime lov'd. 
I take thy hand, thia fund 


foft »9 dove's down, and as white a« it, 
Or Ethiopian's tooth, or the fana'd fnow, 
That'« bohed by the northern blaft thrice o'er. 


iTuuer'i rat. 


But enough of quotations. 
I might go on to enlarge 
on the admirable fentiinents,and maxims of morality with 
\yhich his works abound: it has been tr^'ly obferved.that 
a perfe«5t í y item of ethics might be extra Aed from them. 
I might ex[ atiate on the Ikill with which he conduds 
and combines the different 
branches c f his fable. 
I 
might extol the variety and brilliancy of his wit; 
and 
perhaps with ftiil greater jufllce, the depth and folidity 
of his judgment, difplaying itfelf in the moil 
profound 
and fagacious reflections, the moit accurate and demon- 
ftrative 
reafonings. 
But I wave infiiling upon thefe 
topics, becaufe it feems to me, that in thtfe 
refpeéls, 
ftthcr writers have advanced, if not to an equality, 
at 
leaft much nearer to an equality than they have been a- 
ble to attain in the points already mentioned, in the firil: 
-nd createfl: charaéieriftic of genius, the pcnver of mov- 
ing the jaíT-cns and enchaining the attention; 
in the 
f'culty c f iiivcnting and portraying chara<fters,that fun- 
damental 
excellence of the drama; in the beauty 
?.nd 
energy of ftvle, and diction, and imagery, raid in the 
power of numbers, and fclicity and f^uiiity of verfifica- 
lion. 


I am not infcnfible to the merit of the French writers. 
In every walk of literature, and particularly 
in the dra- 
niat'c, ihey have, by their ingenious prcduiftions, 
done 
the highcíí líonoi:r to themftives and to their country. 
J acknowledge, that l ad we not a Shaktfpcare to bcaft, 
none oí our tragic pieces, unlets an txccption be made 
in favour of Venice Preierv'd, and the Orphrn, cc;v,!d 
jaiUy be put in competition with C i n n a , rolyeu<5ti, A- 
thalie, Iphigene-, and many other pieccs of Cori-.tiKe and 
Racine, which might be enumírated ; 
but in my 
o- 
pinion, Corneille 
and 
Racine 
themfelves 
fiand 
r.t 
a rriuch greater diitan.e from Si akeiptare, than R o w e , 
cr Otway, or Fletclicr, 
Irom them. 
For one S'.akei- 
pcare, i 
believe, 
Nature 
forms 
many 
Cornúlles; 
and I fliould as foon 
expect to fee ar.c ilitr New ten in 
phiiofophy, as another bhakefpeaic in uraniaiic I ' c i r y 
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Voltaire pretends, indeed, that Lopez dc Vega wasiti 
Spain, exai^ly what Shakefpeare was in Eng'.axid. 
As I 
have never liad an opportunity ot perufing any of the 
perforreiances of that volumino\is author, 1 cannot take 
upon me to controvert the aff rtion ; bnt as Voltaire's 
ipfe dixit does not amount to demonlVation, I iliall beg 
leave to fufpend my belief of ii, till good fenfe and good 
tafte become as prevalent in Spain as they are now in 
England ; and when that period arrives, if Lopez 
de Vega continues as much the objeiV cf admiration 
as at prefent, the univerfal opinion of io learned and en- 
lightened a nation will undoubtedly form the 
ftrongeft 
prefumption, that his genius was of the higheft ciafs, 
and that his name and works are deftined to immortali- 
ty. 
This prefumption now exifts in favour of Shakef- 
peare. 
I confider him as only entering his career of 
fame and glory ; and, to adopt the words of an animated 
writer, 
Wtien the very name of Voltaire, and even 
the memory of the language in which he has written, 
iliall be no more, the Apalachian mountains, the banks 
of the Ohio, and the plains of Sciota, iliall refound with 
the accents of this barbarian." 


Bea Johnfon has been accufed of giving a fcanty and 
reluftint tribute of applaufe to his great rival: but there 
is in his eulogium one line, one prophetic line, which 
ihovvs that he perfeftly underilood, and freely acknow- 
ledged, his trantccndent merit: 


He wa« not for an age, but for iU'> time." 


And without queftion he is entitled to a place in the 
higheft rank of that illuilrious band— 


* Whofe honors with cncrcafing age» grow. 
As OrcAinsroll down enlarging as they flaw ; 
Nations unborn his mighty name fhali found, 
And worlds applaud that mud not yet be found." 


DETACHED 
REMARKS, 


GENERALLY fpeaking, thofe people who know 
little, talk much, and tUofc wlio know much, t:Uk 


T H E 
N M C H T I N G A L B . 
I M 


-My fate crics out, 


And make« cicli pclty artery in thisbodf 
A» hardy as the Ncmt' in lio .'s nerve 


1 find thee apt; 


And dul'cr iliould ft thou be than the fat weed 
That roott i:ftlt' at eafc ca Lethe's wharf, 
Would'ft thou not ftir in tUu—&c. &c. 


T h e hilt p rdcul-ir u'hicii I Ihall infift upon, as one 
•f the principal cliaractcirll'tics of this great pocr, is the 
unrivalled ikiil or rather felicity of his vfriification ; for, 
tho.igh notliiag caii appear Icfs the efFeil of carc and itu- 
dy, never did any author fo ha;>piiy exprcis, and in fi:clb 
a varie y of inilances, that curious correfpondence be- 
tween fenfe and found in which its grand excdlenic con- 
fifts; his cadeucci are fometlmes fo melodious and grate- 
ful to the ear, that they may be compared to the lottanJ 
meUiiiuous breathings of a flute; and at other tines fo 
full and powerful, as to refcmble the animating founds of 
the trampet: every pailion and affection of the mind 
aifmnss that precife tone which is peculiirly fuirable to 
it; and the accents of grief, rage, love, pity, indignation, 
and defpair, are fcarcely to be dirtingiiiflitd with iefseaie 
and certainty by the various flow of the numbers, thrui 
the precife fenfe of the paiTages from the words. 
If this 
has the air of hyperbole and extravagance, 1 can only 
fay, that though t!ie admirers of this poet have perhaps 
been too f orward to defend or extenuate his faults ; in 
fpeakiug of !iis charaileriitic excellenciei and beauties, I 
really think it is almoft in^.p liible to be guilty of excefs 
In our applaufe: there appeirs even fo.neihing alnioil 
fupernattiral in the genius of this man ; fomething to 
which the reil of-mankinJ bt-ar neithtr relation nor rc- 
femblance. 
But it may be proper to fubjoin a few fpe- 
cimens of the curious felicity in h's verfification, which 
I have been remarking upon, and which may ferve ij 
once as illuilrations and proofs of what I have advanc 
ed. 
How flow and mournful the movement of the fol 
lowing lines! 


Conft. 
What Joft thou mean by ihalciiig of thy hc.id ? 
Why doft thou look fo fadly on my Ion 
What means that hand upon that brcaftof thine ? 
Why holds thine eye thit iamcntable rheum ? 
fic tbdc iad iigbt confirmeri of thy words i 


La 
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H o vV ílrikín« thetraníltionto the language of fury and 


revenge ! 


Arm, arm ! yc heavens ! againft thcfc pcrjur'd klag»! 


—«»Hear rac, oh, hear mc! 


Oh, that mjr tongue were in the thunder's mouth 1 
Then with my pallioa wonld I ih»ke the world, See 


ilnd. 


One would imagine Shakefpearc wasdefcribing.in thefc 
charming line?, the very cffcét which they are made 
f 
produce. 


That drain again; it bad a dying fall : 
Oh, it camc o'er my ear, like the fvrectfouth. 
That breathes upon a bank of violets, 
Stealing and giving odour. 


Ttvelfib 
Niiht. 


But in what bold and founding language are the grand 
and magnificent ideas expreffed, which are conveyed ii\ 
the following lines : 


Ye elves of hills, &c. 
by whofe aid 


(Weak mailers though ye be; I have bedim'd 
The noon-tide fun, call'd forth the mutinous vrindf. 
And 'twixt the green fea and the azur'd vault 
Set roaring war : to the dread rattling thunder 
Have I given fire,and rifted Jove's ftout oak 
With his own bolt : the ftrongbas'd promontory 
Have I made fliake ; and by the fpurs pluck'd up 
The pine and cedar. 


Tht 
Temptfi, 


It feems to me fcarcely poffible to pronounce the fol- 
lowing line and a halt in a tone of voice much above a 
whifper. 


Pray you, tread foftly, that the blind node may not 
Hear a foot fall. 


H o w gay and pleafing the turn of thevcrfc when Ro- 
meo's dreams^" prefage fome jo\ful news at hand." 


My b^fom's lord fits lightly on his throne; 
And, all this day, an unaccuftomed fpirit 
I^iftsme above the ground with cheerful thoughts. 


H o w foit and tender the accents of love in this and 
a thoufand other paflages : 


... 
Oh hear me breathe my love 
Before bii aacieatSir, Viho>it iliould fcem, 
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little ; it is natural for a blockhead to think the 
little he knows important, and to tell it to all the 
world. 
But the man of knowledge docs not open 
his packet fo readily j he hath too much to l'ay> 
and is feniible that much more may be faid after 
him I he, therefore, remains iilent. 


The moft unhappy effeil of faihionabic polite- 
nefs is, that it teaches us the art of difpenling with 
the virtues it imitates. 
Let us be educated to che- 
rifli the principles of benevolence and humanity, 
and we ihall have politenefs enough, or ihall i^and 
in no need of it. 


A man fecure In his own good conduil: depends 
only on himlelf, and may brave the public opinion; 
but a V. Oman, in behaving well, performs 
half 
her duty ; as what is thought of her, is as impor- 
tant to her, as what ihe really is. 


The qualities common to both fexes arc not c- 
qually allotted to each ; though taken altogether 
they are equal in both : the woman is more per- 
fect as a woman, and Icfs as a man. 
In every cafc 
where ilie makes uie of her own privileges only, ihc 
has the advantage over us ; but where ihe would 
wlbrp curs, ihe bccomes hiferior. 


IF the golden law of liberty wereobferved—if all 
were reftrained from doing injury to any, what a 
Heaven we ihould fpeedily fee upon earth ! the 
habit of fuch a reilraint, would, in time, fupprefs 
every emotion to evil. 
The weak would have the 
ilrength of this law for their fupport—the poor 
would have the benevolence of it ior their riches. 
Under the light and delightfome yoke of fuch a re- 
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ftraint, how would induftry be cncouragcd, how 
would benignity rejoice to call neighbours, friends, 
and ftrangers to come and participate of the fruits 
thereof. 


How has the facred name of liberty been pervert- 
ed and profaned by the mouths of madding dema- 
gogues at the head of a deluded rabble, who mean 
nothing better than a licentious unmuzzling from 
all reftraint, that they may ravage and lay defolatc 
the works and fruits of peace, law and juftice. 


( O r i g i n a l 
p o e t r p » 


AN 
ELECT. 


7 h E 
fun has funk beneath the weftern cloud*, 


T h e glimmering landfcape fade« before the eye 4 


Nigbt^s fable curtain all creation ihroud«, 


And nature'« pulfe feenu ftopt, herfclf to die. 


The mufing foal, aw'd by the folemn fcene, 


Call» up rcflcdlion'« mirror to the view. 


A t to the fields, rob'd of their mantle green. 


She bids a melancholy, fad adieu. 


Indulgent mem'ry, faitlfful, as fair truth, 


Recalls the pleafures of our tender years | 


And, as ihe miffes fome dear friend of youth. 


Steal o'er the check the forrow-fpcaking tear». 


Tes—dear Louifa's footfteps ihe can trace, 


Who oft has fportcd on the verdant glade. 


Led the gay dance with Euphrofynean grace. 


But, like the opening flow'r, foon doom'd to fade; 


For dire difeafe attacked life's fubtJe veins. 


Bade wither in ber chcck the blooming rofe; 
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Till feeble nature, rack'd with tort'ring paini» 
Yielded her fpotlcis foul to hcav'n* rcpofc. 


Ko mf^re my eyes fliall fee her pafs the plain. 
No more ihe'll ikip with heart-reviving mirth ; 
For near, v\ here rife» yonder hallow'd fane, 
Hcfls her fair form to mingle with the earth. 


If blooming beauty, which fubduesthe heart. 
If virtue's acme from grim death could Cave, 
If innocence'» ihield could ftop his dart, 
LtuisA ne'er had known th' uawekome gravs. 


Yet—why lament her fate ? (he*» only gone 
To tafle,c'er we,of happinefs above, 
To join t e feraphs in 'he heavenly fong, 
And fing " the wonders of celeftial iove. 


[ s e l e c t ET>.] 
ro A BEE, 


WHY, 
flower-fcd-wanderer.doft 
thou wing, 
NeglciUng all the blooms of fpring. 
To Hcliadora f—Wou'd'ft thou,Bee, 
Proclaim how (he refembles thee ? 
And does thv huzzing hum declare. 
That, who her hoard of fweets wou'd dare, 
Will find a fling to wound him there ; 
Go, friend of love, ref ek thy ccll, 
This truth 1 long have known tea well. i 


L E V IT 
IES. 


A world in purchafe for a friend is gain.** 
• - 
So fays Young, andfo fays Gen. O'Hara. 
The Gen. 
was at Lyons during the maflacres at that place, and 
was compelled to witiiefs thofe horrible executiwy 
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when the cxecutioncrs were ftanding up to the an- 
cles in human gore 1! ! One of the commiflioners 
propofed that the General ihould be added to the 
number of headlefs trunks j but his requeft was not 
attended to. 
Some time after, General O'Hara 
happened to be in con^pany with the commiiTary \ 
when he afked him the reafon of his making the 
propofal to put him to death. 
<* My dear friend, 
faid the Frenchman, it was not from any difrefpciil 
that I made the propofal—it was merely the thought 
of the moment, and it is not worth talking of now." 


A Lady who had been attended by a very eminent 
phyfician a confiderahle time, and to whom Ihe had a l - 
ways given, each 
vifir, 
a couple of giiintas, 
began 
t o 
think 
it too much, as His vliits were d.iily ; accord- 
ingly, tlie next time after, flie only gave him one guinea, 
on which the do<5tor thought he had let one fall, and 
therefore beaan to look about the room for i t ; . t h e ladv 
aiked him if he had loft any thing, to which he replied 
he had dropped 
a ouinra- 
** N o 
Do(5i:or." faid 
ilie, 


**'tis I that h ive dropped 
a guinea." 
T h e 
D r i f o r 


took the hint, bat thongh the lady 
had dropped a 
gui- 
nea, he did not drop his vifits to her. 


Fhilnd-^phltt, hfay JT, 173(5. 
l^aft Wcdnefday nirht a new-liom male infant wa^; ff-tmd in a hafkct at the 
ioor nf a houfe in North EiRhtli ftreet. There wa» » bundie of clo.itli.s in the 
baikct, a'.fo a letter requeftiiiR the ent'.cman who lives in the houfe to take 
carc of the child, and to charge the exuence to the French Rcpublic. To 
the honor of their humanity, fr. and Mrs, Francis of the New Theatre, v.'ia 
wt-re of the party that found the bafket, have taken the fertunate founviruig 
under their protection. 


NOTE TO CORRISroNDENTS. 


T h e gentlen^an who con municated the elegant 
dia- 
logue between Madam C o s m o g t m a 
and a 
PHri.tJSo- 
PHiCAi. K n q u i r f . r , of the i8th Century, is entitled lO 
our warmeft thanks. 
If Oiall be begtin in our next. 
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